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AP (ADV PLACEMENT) 

AP Art History AP Macroeconomics 

AP Biology with Lab AP Microeconomics 

AP English Language & Comp AP Psychology 

AP English Literature & Comp AP Spanish Language & Culture 

AP Environmental Science AP US Government and Politics 

AP French Language & Culture AP World History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AP COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

AP (ADV. PLACEMENT) 

AP ART HISTORY 

AP® Art History is two semesters long with 180 days of 

instruction. Each lesson is designed as a 45-minute block of 

learning time. Every unit is planned to represent at least 

one of the 10 content areas required by the College Board. 

A pacing guide is provided to instructors to explain which 

works of art should be included in each unit, with some 

flexibility allowed. Students explore a wide range of art, 

from the earliest works made by prehistoric ancestors in 

caves to the soaring cathedrals of the Gothic era and 

beyond. As they study painting, sculpture, architecture, 

and other artwork across cultures, students acquire tools 

for careful observation and analysis of visual expression. 

This course provides opportunities for students to practice 

new visual vocabulary and concepts through engaging 

discussions, relevant research, and reports about museum 

experiences. Course learning objectives and enduring 

understanding statements that support the three big ideas 

for AP Art History are integrated into each unit. 

Instructional activities build student skills to ensure that 

they master the essential knowledge statements.  

 

AP BIOLOGY WITH LAB 

This course guides students to a deeper understanding of 

biological concepts, including the diversity and unity of life, 

energy and the processes of life, homeostasis, and 

genetics. Students learn about regulation, communication, 

and signaling in living organisms, as well as interactions of 

biological systems. Students carry out a number of learning 

activities, including readings, interactive exercises, 

extension activities, hands-on laboratory experiments, and 

practice assessments. These activities are designed to help 

students gain an understanding of the science process and 

critical-thinking skills necessary to answer questions on the 

AP Biology Exam. The content aligns to the sequence of 

topics recommended by the College Board.  Prerequisite: 

Suggested-Biology, Chemistry, Algebra 1 (or equivalents) 

 

 

 

 

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMP 

Students learn to understand and analyze complex works 

by a variety of authors. They explore the richness of 

language, including syntax, imitation, word choice, and 

tone. They also learn composition style and process, 

starting with exploration, planning, and writing. This 

continues with editing, peer review, rewriting, polishing, 

and applying what they learn to academic, personal, and 

professional contexts. In this equivalent of an introductory 

college-level survey class, students prepare for the AP 

Exam and for further study in communications, creative 

writing, journalism, literature, and composition. 

Prerequisite:  Success in Literary Analysis and Composition 

II (or equivalent) or American Literature (or equivalent). 

 

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMP 

In this course, the equivalent of an introductory college-

level survey class, students are immersed in novels, plays, 

poems, and short stories from various periods. Students 

read and write daily, using a variety of multimedia and 

interactive activities, interpretive writing assignments, and 

discussions. The course places special emphasis on reading 

comprehension, structural and critical analyses of written 

works, literary vocabulary, and recognizing and 

understanding literary devices. Students prepare for the 

AP Exam and for further study in creative writing, 

communications, journalism, literature, and composition. 

Success in English 10 Honors or Honors American 

Literature (or equivalent). 

 

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

The AP Environmental Science course is designed to 

engage students with the scientific principles, concepts, 

and methodologies required to understand the 

interrelationships within the natural world. The course 

requires that students identify and analyze natural and 

human-made environmental problems, evaluate the 

relative risks associated with these problems, and examine 

alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. 

Environmental science is interdisciplinary, embracing 

topics from geology, biology, environmental studies, 

environmental science, chemistry, and geography. The AP 

Environmental Science course is designed to be the 

equivalent of a one-semester, introductory college course 

in environmental science. 



 

AP FRENCH LANGUAGE & CULTURE 

The AP Environmental Science course is designed to 

engage students with the scientific principles, concepts, 

and methodologies required to understand the 

interrelationships within the natural world. The course 

requires that students identify and analyze natural and 

human-made environmental problems, evaluate the 

relative risks associated with these problems, and examine 

alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. 

Environmental science is interdisciplinary, embracing 

topics from geology, biology, environmental studies, 

environmental science, chemistry, and geography. The AP 

Environmental Science course is designed to be the 

equivalent of a one-semester, introductory college course 

in environmental science. 

 

AP MACROECONOMICS 

This course is the equivalent of an introductory college-

level course. Students learn why and how the world 

economy can change from month to month, how to 

identify trends in our economy, and how to use those 

trends to develop performance measures and predictors of 

economic growth or decline. Students also examine how 

individuals and institutions are influenced by employment 

rates, government spending, inflation, taxes, and 

production. Students prepare for the AP Exam and for 

further study in business, political science, and history. 

MTH 309: Summit Algebra 2 Honors (or equivalent). 

 

AP MICROECONOMICS 

This course is the equivalent of an introductory college-

level course. Students explore the behavior of individuals 

and businesses as they exchange goods and services in the 

marketplace. Students learn why the same product can 

cost different amounts at different stores, in different 

cities, and at different times. Students also learn to spot 

patterns in economic behavior and learn how to use those 

patterns to explain buyer and seller behavior under various 

conditions. Lessons promote an understanding of the 

nature and function of markets, the role of scarcity and 

competition, the influence of factors such as interest rates 

on business decisions, and the role of government in the 

economy. Students prepare for the AP Exam and for 

further study in business, history, and political science. 

MTH 309: Summit Algebra 2 Honors (or equivalent); and 

teacher/school counselor recommendation. 

AP PSYCHOLOGY 

AP® Psychology provides an overview of current 

psychological research methods and theories. Students will 

explore the therapies used by professional counselors and 

clinical psychologists and examine the reasons for normal 

human reactions: how people learn and think, the process 

of human development and human aggression, altruism, 

intimacy, and self-reflection. They will study core 

psychological concepts, such as the brain and sense 

functions, and learn to gauge human reactions, gather 

information, and form meaningful syntheses. The course 

exposes students to facts, research, appropriate 

terminology, and major figures in the world of psychology. 

The equivalent of a 100-level college survey course, AP 

Psychology prepares students for the AP Exam and for 

further studies in psychology and life sciences. The content 

aligns to the College Board Course and Exam Description 

for Psychology. 

 

AP SPANISH LANGUAGE & CULTURE 

Our online AP Spanish Language and Culture course is an 

advanced language course in which students acquire 

proficiencies that expand their cognitive, analytical and 

communicative skills. The AP Spanish Language and 

Culture course prepares students for the College Board’s 

AP Spanish Language and Culture exam. As its foundation, 

it uses the three modes of communication (interpersonal, 

interpretive and presentational) as defined in the 

Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st 

Century. The course is designed as an immersion 

experience and is conducted almost exclusively in Spanish. 

In addition, all student work, practices, projects, 

participation, and assessments are in Spanish. Materials: 

Spanish-English dictionary is recommended. Prerequisites: 

High School Spanish III/IV. The AP Spanish course is a 

college level course. The intensity, quality, and amount of 

materials can be compared to a third-year college course.  

 

AP US GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

AP® U.S. Government and Politics is an introductory survey 

course on selected U.S. government and politics topics. 

This course covers the origin and development of the U.S. 

Constitution, including the American systems of 

federalism, separation of powers, and check and balances; 

the structure and powers of the institutions of national 

government, including legislative, executive, and judicial 

branches, and the processes of domestic and foreign 



 
public policy making; political beliefs, participation, and 

the factors that influence them; the national election 

process; the role of interest groups, political parties, and 

the media in the political system; and civil liberties and civil 

rights. The course encourages students to hone critical 

thinking skills as they analyze and interpret information 

and data in primary and secondary source readings, news 

reports, graphs, and tables to learn how to ask and 

respond to challenging questions and become responsible 

citizens. 

 

AP WORLD HISTORY 

This course spans the Neolithic Age to the present in a 

rigorous academic format organized by chronological 

periods and viewed through fundamental concepts and 

course themes. Students analyze the causes and processes 

of continuity and change across historical periods. Themes 

include human-environment interaction, cultures, 

expansion and conflict, political and social structures, and 

economic systems. In addition to mastering historical 

content, students cultivate historical thinking skills that 

involve crafting arguments based on evidence, identifying 

causation, comparing and supplying context for events and 

phenomenon, and developing historical interpretation. 

This course prepares students for the AP World History 

Exam. 

 


